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Every nation must bear the weight of its own history. The United States continues to grapple with the 
promise of freedom, enshrined in the nation’s founding documents, and the stain and shame of slavery. 
During this symposium, we will hear how, from the descendants of Dred Scott, Peter Blow (one of Mr. 
Scott’s previous owners), Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, President Thomas Jefferson, and Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis, the weight of history affects five American families. The panel of descendants 
will discuss the meaning of the Supreme Court decision in Scott v. Sanford, the life of Dred Scott, and Dred 
Scott’s impact on the nation. Faculty members from The National Judicial College will explore the role of 
the courts in a culturally responsive democracy. The faculty will explore the judge’s role in safeguarding 
fairness within the judicial process, and the tools a judge can use to ensure that all people are treated 

equally in the American justice system. 

   

 

 

 

 

 


