Mental Health Cases II: Crisis and Opportunity for State and Local Trial Courts

WEBINAR
Thursday, June 15, 2023
Pacific Mountain Central Eastern
12:00 PM 1:00 PM 2:00 PM 3:00 PM

This webinar is the second in a three-part series exploring the problems, challenges and strategies trial court leaders
need to know to improve the justice systems’ response to cases involving mental health disorders. Our focus in this
session is a deep dive into the current state and local trial court landscape involving litigants with mental iliness and
substance abuse, often co-occurring, and sometimes generically labeled “behavioral health disorders.”

A panel of judicial experts with “hands-on” experience will explore programs and techniques that have proven
successful (and unsuccessful) in addressing mental health cases. Among the questions discussed will be... How best to
allocate resources and parties to specialty courts (e.g. drug court, mental health court, veterans court, homeless court,
etc.)? What are options for those with behavior or substance abuse problems who don’t qualify for treatment courts?
Are there effective ways to help defendants with violent felony backgrounds when mental health providers resist serving
them? Data shows competency cases have been on the rise across America, are there approaches court leaders can use
to more effectively address this circumstance in their jurisdiction? What is the “sequential intercept model” some states
and local jurisdictions have adopted to channel cases from law enforcement to mental health providers and the courts?
Is it something trial court leaders should promote?

The third and last session will take the form of a special in-person workshop on August 22 at the 2023 NAPCO
Conference in Boston. The workshop will highlight the findings and recommendations of the National Judicial Task Force
to Examine State Courts’ Response to Mental lliness, a group established in March 2020 by the Conference of Chief
Justices and State Court Administrators, which publicized their findings and recommendations late last year.

REGISTER HERE: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN jIDTt6XAQA2Wy8s9qeggWwit/registration
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
NOTE: You MUST register to receive the Webinar link, call-in number, etc. Questions? ncosby@ncsc.org

Moderator: Hon. Paula M. Carey (ret.), Former Chief Justice, Massachusetts Trial Court

Panelists: Hon. James Bianco, Mental Health Court
Superior Court of California, Los Angeles County

Hon. Nan Waller, Mental Health Court; Former Presiding Judge
Circuit Court of Oregon, Multnomah County

Ms. Barbara B. Marcille, Trial Court Administrator

Circuit Court of Oregon, Multnomah County

Mr. John A. Bello, Principal Court Management Consultant
National Center for State Courts; Former Massachusetts Trial Court Administrator
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